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toward greater central planning and tightened Party 
control, or follows a zigzag course. Whatever the 
outcome it is likely to be incremental and manifest 
in a thousand specific decisions rather than a grand 
new line. 


Economic results will be a crucial but not 
necessarily predictable factor. While improved 
economic performance will be a powerful force for 
continued reform, disappointing results could lead 
to further reforms (on the rationale that not 
enough had been done) or to a retreat to more 
orthodox approaches — the political equation at 
the time will decide. 


Similarly, the political control issue does not lend 
itself to easy prediction. While a case can and is 
being made that political control does not require 
administrative dominance of the economy the 
relationship between the political and economic 
spheres remains a vexing issue. At the very least, 
many Party leaders, reflecting both the Marxist 
emphasis on the interconnection of the two spheres 
and the bureaucrat’s fear of anarchy, will be 
extremely uneasy with any economic developments 
which seem to run counter to the plan. Again, 
whether such uneasiness translates into setbacks for 
reform will depend on the balance of political 
forces. 


In the final analysis, it is important to recognise 
that for all the PRC’s far-reaching innovations it 
has only arrived at a juncture familiar to other 
communist systems. The basic problem is how to 
improve an inefficient bureaucratically run 
economy without undermining the rule of the 
Party. Of particular interest is the 16-year 
Hungarian economic reform experiment where 
many similar problems, programs and obstacles 
have been present — and the support of a pre- 
eminent Party leader (Janos Kadar).° While 
nothing preordains the Chinese to follow the 
Hungarian pattern, it is instructive that, despite 
important successes, Hungarian reform has 
remained cautious and limited. 


Ultimately there may be no solution — at least 
as seen by veterans of socialist bureaucracies — to 
the inefficient economy/political control dilemma. 
While continued Deng rule and/or a smooth 
succession could see further reform measures of 
substance and significantly improved economic 
performance, at best this is likely to stop well short 
of a full dismantling of inefficient administrative 
management of the economy. Given the necessity 
of political power for CCP leaders, there is little to 
suggest that the system will be anything but 
bureaucratic in essence for the foreseeable future. 


6 See Rudolf L. Tékes, ‘Hungarian Reform Imperatives’, 
Problems of Communism, September/October 1984. 


CURRENT AFFAIRS BULLETIN 


CAB Index 
volume 61 





ABORIGINAL LAND RIGHTS: Campbell, Keith, natural 
rights, positive rights, restoration and restitution, 
remote groups and urban Aborigines, illus, vol 61:12, 
May, pp 16-19. 

AID: See Australian Aid to Asia. 

ALLIANCE OR NEUTRALITY?: Martin, David, the case 
for armed neutrality for Australia, difference from non- 
alignment, Bell's argument answered, illus, vol 61:4, 
September, pp 11-17. 

ALLIANCE OR NEUTRALITY?: Bell, Coral, case against 
neutrality for Australia, review of build-up to World War 
ll, influence of alliances, plight of the non-allied, 
Martin’s argument answered, vol 61:4, September, pp 
4-10. 

ANZUS: see New Zealand. 

ARAB GROUPINGS: See Saudi Arabia. 

ARMS RACE: See Freezing the Arms Race. 

ASIA: See Australian Aid, China. 

AUSTRALIAN AID TO ASIA: Selth, A., role in Australian 
political and strategic policies, preferences for develop- 
ing countries, Jackson Committee report, illus, vol 61.9, 
February, pp 27-35. 

BIOETHICAL DECISIONS: Kirby, M., difficult choices in 
providing medical technology in UK, problems of triage, 
application in Australia, illus, figs, vol 61:12, May, pp 
4-14. See also Biothechnology and Bioethics. 

BIOLOGY AND ETHICS: See Biotechnology and 
Bioethics. 

BIOTECHNOLOGY AND BIOETHICS: Charlesworth, 
Max, bioethics lagging behind technology, range of at- 
titudes to biotechnology, human life as a means or an 
end, applying moral principles, biotechnology and the 
law, Warnock and Waller reports, illus, vol 61.5, 
October, pp 4-24. See also Bioethical Decisions. 

CAPITAL GAINS — ELECTORAL LOSSES? Goot, M., 
electoral impact, 1980 and since, illus, vol 61.2, July, pp 
30-35. 

CHINA: Teiwes, F., major rural economic reform, 
promotion of younger, educated leadership, Deng, role 
of intellectuals, the ‘Open Door’, illus, figs, Part |, vol 
61.11, April, pp 4-15. Part Il, urban economic reform, 
obstacles and prospects for reform, illus, figs, vol 61.12, 

May, pp 20-30. 

















30 


toward greater central planning and tightened Party 
control, or follows a zigzag course. Whatever the 
outcome it is likely to be incremental and manifest 
in a thousand specific decisions rather than a grand 
new line. 


Economic results will be a crucial but not 
necessarily predictable factor. While improved 
economic performance will be a powerful force for 
continued reform, disappointing results could lead 
to further reforms (on the rationale that not 
enough had been done) or to a retreat to more 
orthodox approaches — the political equation at 
the time will decide. 


Similarly, the political control issue does not lend 
itself to easy prediction. While a case can and is 
being made that political control does not require 
administrative dominance of the economy the 
relationship between the political and economic 
spheres remains a vexing issue. At the very least, 
many Party leaders, reflecting both the Marxist 
emphasis on the interconnection of the two spheres 
and the bureaucrat’s fear of anarchy, will be 
extremely uneasy with any economic developments 
which seem to run counter to the plan. Again, 
whether such uneasiness translates into setbacks for 
reform will depend on the balance of political 
forces. 


In the final analysis, it is important to recognise 
that for all the PRC’s far-reaching innovations it 
has only arrived at a juncture familiar to other 
communist systems. The basic problem is how to 
improve an inefficient bureaucratically run 
economy without undermining the rule of the 
Party. Of particular interest is the 16-year 
Hungarian economic reform experiment where 
many similar problems, programs and obstacles 
have been present — and the support of a pre- 
eminent Party leader (Janos Kadar).° While 
nothing preordains the Chinese to follow the 
Hungarian pattern, it is instructive that, despite 
important successes, Hungarian reform has 
remained cautious and limited. 


Ultimately there may be no solution — at least 
as seen by veterans of socialist bureaucracies — to 
the inefficient economy/political control dilemma. 
While continued Deng rule and/or a smooth 
succession could see further reform measures of 
substance and significantly improved economic 
performance, at best this is likely to stop well short 
of a full dismantling of inefficient administrative 
management of the economy. Given the necessity 
of political power for CCP leaders, there is little to 
suggest that the system will be anything but 
bureaucratic in essence for the foreseeable future. 


6 See Rudolf L. Tékes, ‘Hungarian Reform Imperatives’, 
Problems of Communism, September/October 1984. 


CURRENT AFFAIRS BULLETIN 


CAB Index 
volume 61 





ABORIGINAL LAND RIGHTS: Campbell, Keith, natural 
rights, positive rights, restoration and restitution, 
remote groups and urban Aborigines, illus, vol 61:12, 
May, pp 16-19. 

AID: See Australian Aid to Asia. 

ALLIANCE OR NEUTRALITY?: Martin, David, the case 
for armed neutrality for Australia, difference from non- 
alignment, Bell's argument answered, illus, vol 61:4, 
September, pp 11-17. 

ALLIANCE OR NEUTRALITY?: Bell, Coral, case against 
neutrality for Australia, review of build-up to World War 
ll, influence of alliances, plight of the non-allied, 
Martin’s argument answered, vol 61:4, September, pp 
4-10. 

ANZUS: see New Zealand. 

ARAB GROUPINGS: See Saudi Arabia. 

ARMS RACE: See Freezing the Arms Race. 

ASIA: See Australian Aid, China. 

AUSTRALIAN AID TO ASIA: Selth, A., role in Australian 
political and strategic policies, preferences for develop- 
ing countries, Jackson Committee report, illus, vol 61.9, 
February, pp 27-35. 

BIOETHICAL DECISIONS: Kirby, M., difficult choices in 
providing medical technology in UK, problems of triage, 
application in Australia, illus, figs, vol 61:12, May, pp 
4-14. See also Biothechnology and Bioethics. 

BIOLOGY AND ETHICS: See Biotechnology and 
Bioethics. 

BIOTECHNOLOGY AND BIOETHICS: Charlesworth, 
Max, bioethics lagging behind technology, range of at- 
titudes to biotechnology, human life as a means or an 
end, applying moral principles, biotechnology and the 
law, Warnock and Waller reports, illus, vol 61.5, 
October, pp 4-24. See also Bioethical Decisions. 

CAPITAL GAINS — ELECTORAL LOSSES? Goot, M., 
electoral impact, 1980 and since, illus, vol 61.2, July, pp 
30-35. 

CHINA: Teiwes, F., major rural economic reform, 
promotion of younger, educated leadership, Deng, role 
of intellectuals, the ‘Open Door’, illus, figs, Part |, vol 
61.11, April, pp 4-15. Part Il, urban economic reform, 
obstacles and prospects for reform, illus, figs, vol 61.12, 

May, pp 20-30. 











MAY 1985 


COASTAL SURVEILLANCE: Bergin, A., and Wilson, R., 
Australia’s present position, Beazley’s review assessed 
in detail, recommendations, illus, tables, vol 61.6, 
November, pp 14-24. 

CONSCRIPTION AND CONSCIENCE: Smith, Hugh, 
conscientious objection to particular wars or methods 
of warfare, difficulty in assessing claims, illus, vol 61.3, 
August, pp 27-35. 


DEFAMATION LAW: Hayes, Robert, Australian law, 
invasion of privacy through mass media, privilege in 
Parliament and law courts, fair comment, law reform, 
vol 61.7, December, pp 18-31. 

DEFENCE: See Coastal Surveillance, Conscription and 
Conscience, Freezing the Arms Race, Euromissiles, 
Alliance or Neutrality? 


ECONOMICS, MODERN: Groenewegen, Peter, review 
of past 50 years, econometrics and Keynes’ General 
Theory, general equilibrium, Leontief, Harrod’s for- 
mula, monetarism, laissez-faire, modern developments, 
illus, vol 61.1, June, pp 17-29. 

ENGLISH: King, Neville, use of plain language on 
insurance forms, vol 61.8, January, p 21. See also Plain 
English, Reading Ability of Adults. 

ETHICS: See Bioethical Decisions and Biotechnology. 

ETHNIC POLITICS: See Politics of Ethnicity. 

EUROMISSILES: Phillips, D., deployment, NATO’s and 
Soviet viewpoints, arms control negotiations, ‘limited 
nuclear war’, illus, vol 61.2, July, pp 4-12 


FREEZING THE ARMS RACE: Mack, A., 35 years of 
negotiations see huge build-up, dynamics of military 
technology, a mutual, verifiable freeze as first step to 
arms control and disarmament, illus, vol 61.3, August, 
pp 3-14. 


GLOBAL POLITICS 1984: Palfreeman, T., the global 
environment, effect of US/USSR conflict on other 
countries, underlying values of the US and its likely 
behaviour, illus, vol 61.6, November, pp 4-13. 


HOUSING: See Strata Title. 


IMMIGRATION: See The Politics of Ethnicity. 

INDIAN ELECTIONS: O'Grady, Tony, the forthcoming 
election, success of the Congress Party, disarray of 
opposition, illus, table, vol 61.5, October, pp 25-31. 

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
CHANGE: Wooden, Mark, and Kriegler, Roy, job pro- 
tection, retraining and redundancy, worker involve- 
ment, vol 61.11, April, pp 16-27. 

INTERGOVERNMENT AGENCIES: Wettenhall, R., 
making the federal system work, National Crime 
Authority, inter-state development projects, vol 61.11, 
April, pp 28-36. 


aaa hae 2) 
introduce CAB 


to a friend 
or colleague 





31 


IN-VITRO FERTILISATION: See Biotechnology and 
Bioethics. 
ISLAM: See Saudi Arabia. 


KEYNESIANISM: See Economics, Modern. 
LAND RIGHTS: See Aboriginal Land Rights. 


MEDIA: See Defamation. 

MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY: See Bioethical Decisions, 
Biotechnology and Bioethics. 

MINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITY: See Westminster 
Model. 

MONETARISM: See Economics, Modern. 

MULTICULTURISM: See The Politics of Ethnicity. 

NATIONAL CRIME AUTHORITY: See Intergovernment 
Agencies. 

NATO: See Euromissiles and Freezing the Arms Race. 

NEW CALEDONIA: Ward, Alan, Kanaks v settlers, 
voting rights, political parties, proposals for in- 
dependence, map, illus, vol 61.2, July, pp 13-21. See 
also update by same author, illus, vol 61.10, March, pp 
27-30. 

NEW ZEALAND POLITICS: Alley, Roderick, the 
economy under Liberal and Labour governments, 
ANZUS, the Springbok tour and race relations, illus, vol 
69.8, January, pp 4-13. 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS: See Conscription and 
Conscience, Euromissiles, Freezing the Arms Race. 

PARLIAMENT: See Westminster Model. 

PLAIN ENGLISH: Eagleson, R. D., use of plain language 
in place of officialese, application for income tax and in- 
surance forms, illus, vol 61.8, January, pp 14-20. 

POLITICS: See Victorian Politics. 

POLITICS OF ETHNICITY: Parkin, Andrew, ethnic 
groups and politics, social change and public policy, 
multiculturalism in Australia, vol 61.3, August, illus, pp 
15-26. 

PRIVACY: See Defamation. 


READING ABILITY OF ADULTS: Goyen, J. D., 
functional and marginal illiteracy rates in Australia (see 
Plain English), illus, vol 61.8, January, pp 22-24. 


SAUDI ARABIA: Piscatori, James, the role of Islam, 
attempts at Islamic entente, attitude to Arab and 
Western states, illus, vol 61.7, December, pp 4-17. 

STRATA TITLE: Champion, Rafe, enabling legislation, 
experience in New South Wales, developers, manage- 
ment, illus, vol 61.8, January, pp 25-30. 

SUPERPOWER CONFLICT: See Global Politics. 

TAXATION OF WEALTH: Manning, lan, trends in 
taxation of wealth, taxes on capital or on income, 
superannuation, death duties, prospects, illus, table, 
vol 61.2, July, pp 22-30. 

TAXATION: See Capital Gains, Taxation of Wealth. 

TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE: See Industrial Relations. 

TECHNOLOGY, MEDICAL: See Bioethical Decisions, 
Biotechnology and Bioethics. 

US POLICY: See Global Politics. 

USSR POLICY: See Global Politics. 

VICTORIAN POLITICS: Holmes, J., Labor’s ideology 
regained, politics and social class, corporate ideology, 
illus, figs, table, vol 61.4, September, pp 18-31. 

WEALTH TAX: See Taxation of Wealth. 

WESTMINSTER MODEL: Reid, G. S., ministerial 
responsibility, comparison between British and 
Australian practice, role of Senate, illus, tables, vol 
61.1, June, pp 4-16. 

WORK IN AUSTRALIA: See Industrial Relations. 





